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Memory of wounded territories

Fire is not a simple metaphor for Rodrigo 
Braga: it burns, consumes and transforms. 
Born in Manaus, in the heart of the Amazon, 
the artist uses it as a critical language for 
a world in flames. For Paris Photo 2025, 
Galerie Salon/H presents a solo show 
centred on Pedra Latente (2023–2025), a 
series in which stone becomes a focus for 
underground embers and the incandescent 
memory of wounded territories. Echoing 
this, images from Risco de Desassossego 
(2004) remind us that, for twenty years, 
Braga has been engaging his own body in 
a physical confrontation with the elements, 
transforming photography into a field of 
experience, memory and repair.

A mythology of the Anthropocene

The artist’s strength lies in his ability to 
make each photograph a field of tension. 
In Pedra Latente, fire acts as a symbolic, 
energetic and political operator, revealing 
the fragile balance between destruction 
and renewal. Through this series, the artist 
develops a veritable critical mythology of 
the Anthropocene: his images re-enact the 
drama of origin in the age of catastrophe.
The egg-grenade hidden in a cave or held 
in the hand embodies the promise of a 
world to come, already threatened with 
implosion. The burning stone, coated with 
urucum pigment—the colour of flesh and 
memory—or the body exposed to the 
flame compose episodes of the same 
narrative: that of a wounded nature seeking 
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to regenerate itself. Beyond their political 
significance, these photographs strike the 
viewer with their sober beauty and formal 
intensity. Braga works with light as if it were 
a material: the blacks, reds, and textures 
of skin or stone lend each image a silent 
density. Their power lies in the balance 
between life that resists and matter that 
consumes itself.

The inner fire

Presented as a counterpoint, the series 
Risco de Desassossego sheds light on the 
origin of this research, making burning its 
founding act. We see a man with his eyes 
closed, while matches burn on his forehead 
or bend against his ear. Here, the fire is 
not seen, but felt. Braga withdraws from 
the visual field to transform vision into an 
inner experience: closed eyelids abolish the 
distance between the body and the flame. 
The artist becomes both the medium and 
the witness of his own burning. This series 
condenses the performative dimension at 
the heart of his work: photography is an 
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act, a passage from the body to the image, 
from gesture to trace.

Braga engages in dialogue with the critical 
legacy of Frans Krajcberg, “the burnt 
man”, but also with a broader history of 
contemporary photography, where the 
image ceases to be surface and becomes 
experience, trace and inscription. 

For him, photography is not documentary: it 
is active matter, a place of friction between 
ritual and criticism. This approach connects 
him to a lineage of experimentation that 
makes the image a broader field, at the 
crossroads of performance and installation, 
where bodily gestures (burning, imprinting, 
drawing) spill over the photographic frame.

Photography, as a promise of resistance

The stand’s scenography embodies 
this concept. Braga covers the wall with 
charcoal and pastel, depicting a forest in 
flames. The prints are hung like visual focal 
points emerging from the charred wall. 
The artist thus transforms the stand into a 
liminal zone, between ashes and renewal, 
where photography acts as a scar and a 
promise of resistance.

Philippe Zagouri - Salon H director
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The artist

Rodrigo Braga
Born in 1976 in Manaus, Amazonia, Rodrigo 
Braga moved to Recife as a child, where 
he obtained a degree in fine arts from the 
Federal University of Pernambuco (UFPE) 
in 2002. Rodrigo Braga moved to Paris, 
where he has been living since 2019. He 
has been exhibiting since 1999 and quickly 
made a name for himself through his 
environmental activism. He has won some 
of Brazil’s most prestigious contemporary 
art awards, including the PIPA Prize in 2012 
and the MASP Prize for Emerging Artists 
from the São Paulo Museum of Art in 2013. 
In 2012, he participated in the 30th São 
Paulo International Biennial and exhibited 
the work Tonus at the MoMA PS1 Cinema in 
New York in 2013. In 2016, winner of the Sam 
Art Project prize, he was invited to the Palais 
de Tokyo in Paris to hold a solo exhibition. 
In 2022, one of his videos was selected by 
the Musée des Franciscaines in Deauville 
for the exhibition Vous êtes un arbre (You 
Are a Tree). In 2024, the MQ Freiraum 
Museum in Vienna, Austria, dedicated a 
solo exhibition to him, Nullpunkt. His works 
are included in several public and private 
collections, notably at MAM São Paulo, 
MAM Rio and the MEP (Maison Européenne 
de la Photographie, Paris). The artist has 
been represented in France by the Salon H 
gallery since 2020.
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SOLO SHOWS

/2025 Paris Photo (à venir), secteur Émergence Galerie 
Salon H, Paris - France 
2025 Feu Noir / Fogo Preto (Solo show), Galerie Salon H, 
Paris - France
/2024/2025 Nullpunkt, MQ Freiraum Museum, Vienne 
- Autriche
/2023 Art Paris Internationale Art Fair, Galerie Salon H, 
Paris - France
/2022/2023 Allégories périssables (Solo show), Galerie 
Salon H, Paris - France
/2020/21 O ovo que vê (Solo show),  Galerie Salon H, 
Paris - France
/2021 Corpo poroso, Sorbonne Artgallery, Paris - 
France
/2019 Horizontes deslizantes, Galeria Lisboa, Macau 
-Chine
/2018 Os olhos cheios de terra, Anita Schwartz Galeria, 
Rio de Janeiro
/2016 Mer Intérieure, Palais de Tokyo, Paris - France
/2015 Tombo, Casa França-Brasil, Rio de Janeiro - 
Brazil
/2014 Agricultura da imagem, SESC Belenzinho, São 
Paulo - Brazil
/2013 Dead Horse Bay, Residency Unlimited, New York 
- USA
/2011 More force than necessary, In Flanders Fieds 
Museum, Belgique
/2006 Projeto Portfólio, Itaú Cultural, São Paulo -Brazil

COLLECTIONS

/ Maison Européenne de La Photographie (MEP), Paris 
- France
/ Modern Art Museum, Rio de Janeiro , Brazil
/ São Paulo Modern Art Museum, São Paulo - Brazil
/ Itaú Bank, São Paulo - Brazil
/ Museu Nacional da República - Brasília – Brazil
/ Pipa Prize, Rio de Janeiro - Brazil
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The gallery

Salon H

The Salon/H Gallery, founded by Yaël Halberthal and Philippe Zagouri, 
defines itself as a 21st-century salon: an intimate and discerning space 
dedicated to all forms of visual expression. Committed to working with 
both emerging and established Brazilian artists, it champions practices 
that question ecology, memory, gender issues and the transmission of 
knowledge. Between Paris and Rio, with the creation of the Villa Ladeira 
residence in 2024, Salon/H acts as a true cultural bridge, affirming its 
vocation as a platform for reflection and international dissemination. The 
gallery participates in major events such as Paris Photo and Art Paris, while 
supporting its artists in the production, mediation and internationalisation 
of their careers.

6/8 rue de Savoie 75006
Du mercredi - samedi de 14h30 à 19h
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